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WEST COAST REGIONAL OFFICE 
THE HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES • SPRING 1985 
Research Animal Dealer 
Arrested, Charged with 
Cruelty to Animals 
Henry "Bud" Knudsen, owner of Knudsen's 
Animal Laboratory Service in Lathrop, Calif-
ornia, was arrested by deputies of the San Joa-
quin County Sheriffs Department in Novem-
ber when they responded to complaints of 
"noise and stench" at his facility. The dep-
uties discovered a scene of horror: 18 dead 
dogs, an equal number of dead cats, and 88 
tarving animals, some feeding on the de-
caying remains of their dead penmates. 
Knudsen was charged with 124 counts of 
cruelty to animals, one count for each animal 
found on his property. To streamline the 
case, however, the district attorney reduced 
the charges to a mere four counts despite a 
flood of protesting letters and telegrams gen-
erated by The HSUS West Coast Regional 
Office. Trial has been set for April 4th, 1985, in 
Manteca Municipal Court, and the WCRO 
has asked that the defendant not be allowed 
to own or possess any animals. 
According to officials of the United States 
Department of Agriculture/ Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (USDA/ APHIS), 
Knudsen is the only federally licensed dealer 
(continued on next page) 
A starved dog snarls over the half-eaten carcass of a dead penmate at Knudsen's kennels in 
Lathrop, California. 
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• Cockfighters Arrested in 
San Diego 
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Protests 
Kill Plan for 
Convicts to Raise 
Dogs for Research 
California Governor George Deukmejian has 
embarked on a program to put as many pri-
son inmates to work as possible. One proposal 
submitted to the Department of Corrections 
(by "unnamed scientists" at the University of 
California at Davis) was to have a prison pup-
py farm where dogs would be raised for re-
search. 
The idea was part of a report to the legisla-
ture prepared by the State Prison Industry 
Authority. When an article about the pro-
posal appeared in the Los Angeles Times in 
October, however, a storm of controversy en-
sued. WCRO Director Char Drennon alerted 
California activists that same day. 
The following day, Deukmejian's office de-
nied to Drennon that the governor was even 
aware of the proposal and said he certainly 
hadn't given it the backing of his administra-
tion. DOC spokesman Jack Cory told her, how-
ever, that the idea had been quashed by the 
head of the department because the reaction 
to the Times article was so great. 
WCRO followed up, requesting a copy of 
the entire report, known as RTL-84-6, for re-
view. All of the proposals, including growing 
tobacco, or using inmates to act as travel 
agents for the state, have to be aired at public 
hearings before final approval can be given by 
state authorities. The HSUS intends to object 
to several proposals dealing with the raising of 
livestock by factory-farming methods. 
Research Animal Dealer Arrested, Charged with Cruelty to Animals 
(continued from front page) 
supplying research laboratories with dogs and 
cats obtained from county or municipal ani-
mal-control agencies. His animal-dealer li-
cense was suspended for 21 days by the 
USDA the day after his arrest and, shortly 
thereafter, he surrendered it voluntarily. 
WCRO had been aware the USDA already 
had a case pending against Knudsen and that 
if the pending case was not pushed to hear-
ing, he could reapply for another license any-
time. When HSUS began pressuring the USDA 
Office of General Counsel to move forward 
with the hearing, we were advised that a deci-
sion to hold it on January 30, 1985, in Sacra-
mento, had been made. 
But what about the fate of the animals? 
WCRO Director Char Drennon was present 
at Knudsen's arraignment in Manteca Munici-
pal Court. At that time, Knudsen made a 
stipulated agreement turning all of the seized 
animals over to the county. Twenty of the an-
imals were relocated to the Delta-Stockton 
Humane Society and the rest went to the San 
Joaquin County Department of Animal Con-
trol and were housed at the City of Stockton 
Animal Control's facility. 
Meanwhile, Director Drennon, seeking the 
best possible care for the seized animals, got 
in touch with the Marin Humane Society, the 
Peninsula Humane Society, the Oakland 
SPCA, the Humane Society of the Santa 
Clara Valley, the Santa Cruz SPCA, and the 
Monterey County SPCA. All of them offered 
to help place some of the animals, and Dren-
non notified county officials accordingly. By 
arrangement through the district attorney's 
office, each humane society picked up a 
group of animals and took them to its facility 
where they were given veterinary treatment 
and personal attention. 
Subsequently, several dogs were identified 
by Oregon residents as having been given 
away through "Free to Good Homes" adver-
tisements and were reunited with their own-
ers. One dog named "Sunshine" (the golden 
retriever in the accompanying picture) was 
identified by its owner when the Peninsula 
Humane Society ran pictures of the animals 
on television. The dog had been stolen from 
the backyard of the owner's home in Ukiah 
over a year ago. 
WHEA 1985 
The Western Humane Educators' Association will hold its next meeting 
in Santa Barbara, Calif., February 15, 16, & 17, 1985. Susan Howey, 
education director for Santa Barbara Humane Society, will host the event. 
Puppets, effective library use, and a panel on problems 
with pet therapy programs are just a few of the segments planned. 
Mark your calendar and let WCRO know if you wish to attend. 
Cockfight Raids Coincide with 
HSUS Conference in San Diego 
Detectives of the San Diego County Sheriffs 
Department Vice Unit, assisted by HSUS in-
vestigators and officers of the San Diego 
Department of Animal Control, San Diego 
Humane Society, National City Police De-
partment, and Oakland SPCA, simultaneous-
ly raided five locations where about $20,000 
worth of gamecocks and cockfighting para-
phernalia was confiscated early on the morn-
ing of October 27, 1984. The crackdown, which 
coincided with The HSUS Annual Conference 
in San Diego, resulted in six arrests and the sei-
zure of assorted illegal items including slash-
ers, training implements, weight scales, maps 
to fight locations, cockfighting club member-
ship cards, cockfighting trophies and publica-
tions, and illegal narcotics. 
About 500 gamecocks were placed in pro-
tective custody and an entire factory where 
slashers were manufactured for sale was dis-
mantled. The persons arrested were charged 
with violations of the California Penal Code. 
According to HSUS Investigator Eric Sa-
kach, "The raids are a major setback for cock-
fighters in the area. The agencies involved ob-
tained a great deal of intelligence about this 
cruel activity and its participants. The mes-
sage from the raids is clear: This cruel excuse 
for sport will not be tolerated." 
An HSUS agent displays deadly slashers 
confiscated during the San Diego raids. 
Director's Comment 
by Char Drennon 
In this issue of our newsletter, we've reported 
some things we've been working on, but there 
are many others, of course. The Humane So-
ciety of the United States has now filed suit 
against the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to 
stop hunting on wildlife refuges. A number 
of these refuges are located in the western 
states. We have facts, figures, a press release, 
and other materials for anyone wanting to 
help us educate the public on this importan 
issue. All you have to do is request the 
materials from us. 
We anticipate a great deal of legislative ac-
tivity in the West Coast region in 1985. For 
example, Oregon already has a bill in the 
planning stage to prohibit private ownership 
of exotic animals, and another to strengthen 
cruelty statutes and give more authority to 
humane officers. Nevada will have legislation 
to outlaw pound seizure. And California will 
have approximately 15 important animal-wel-
fare bills. WCRO is already helping to draft 
some of these bills and is committed to testi-
fying on others. When the bills are ready and 
introduced, we will send HSUS members a 
newsletter with full details. 
Meanwhile, we have good news. Our office 
now has the capability to divide members 
who wish to be active into districts, and to 
mail out an alert the same day we become 
aware of the need to do so. If you want to be 
active this legislative session, please join our 
Activist Alert Team by filling out and mailing 
the enclosed form. 
We appreciate the help and support of all 
of you and the humane and animal-control or-
ganizations that choose to work closely with us. 
Our thanks also to the humane societies 
that worked so hard on the Knudsen case (see 
cover article), especially the Delta-Stockton 
Humane Society. 
Don't forget to look for Snuggles the Seal 
in your stores starting in February. For every 
Snuggles purchased, Matte!, the toy manu-
facturer, will make a donation to The HSUS 




Animals in Danger 
Quickly Removed 
In mid-September an Oregon man, Robert 
Thomas Fieber, was arrested and charged 
with cruelty to animals when officials of the 
Oregon State Police, Central Coast Humane 
Society, United States Department of Agri-
culture, and The HSUS West Coast Regional 
Office raided his exotic-animal ranch in re-
sponse to complaints and safety concerns. 
"We found more than a hundred animals on 
the ranch, some living under appalling condi-
tions," said WCRO Investigator Eric Sakach, 
who participated in the investigation. Drink-
ing water for some of the animals was black as 
oil and contaminated with fecal material; 
some animals showed various symptoms of 
malnourishment, including five lion cubs and 
one tiger cub that had initial signs of rickets. 
Animals found at the site included lions, 
tigers, an elk, wolves, cougars, a jaguar, a 
bobcat, a raccoon, bison, and numerous other 
hoofed stock. Animals whose lives were be-
lieved in imminent danger were quickly re-
moved along with some lion cubs and native 
wildlife that could be transferred to the 
facilities of local veterinarians and a wildlife 
rehabilitator. Logistical problems dictated 
that all of the other animals be left on the 
property with instructions for their care. 
The depressed economy of the area and the 
high costs of food, veterinary care and rehabi-
litation prompted The HSUS to contribute 
$1,000 to help defray expenses. USDA offi-
cials in Oregon also assumed part of the fi-
nancial burden. 
Subsequent to his arrest, Fieber pleaded 
"no contest" to the charges of animal cruelty 
and neglect and was given probation for five 
years, fined, ordered to pay court and animal 
care costs, and to forfeit some of his animals. 
He received no jail sentence, however, and 
was allowed to keep most of his animals when 
the court accepted an agreement between the 
prosecution and defense reducing the charges 
he faced. Officials will be keeping a close eye 
on the remaining animals because regular in-
spections are a condition of Fieber's probation. 
This is a good example of what can happen 
when there are inadequate restrictions on the 
keeping of wild animals by individuals. In 
order to avoid such problems in the future, 
the Central Coast Humane Society, the Heart-
land Humane Society, the Humane Society of 
the Willamette Valley, the Oregon State Po-
lice, the Oregon Attorney General's Office, 
and other concerned agencies are reviewing 
model laws, supplied by HSUS, covering ex-
otic animals. Their intention is to have new 
legislation introduced and passed in the Ore-
gon legislature in 1985. 




• NOVATO, CALIFORNIA- The Marin 
Humane Society in Novato, California, has 
developed an excellent adoption handbook 
filled with sample adoption forms, guidelines 
for responsible adoptions, ideas for interview-
ing prospective pet adopters, and other mate-
rials. You can order it from Rick Johnson, 
Marin Humane Society, 171 Bell Marin Keys 
Blvd., Novato, CA 94947. The price is $20 
(postage included). 
B YREKA, CALIFORNIA- In response to 
complaints of substandard conditions for im-
pounded animals, a study of the City of Yre-
ka's animal-control program and facility was 
undertaken by WCRO Investigator Eric Sa-
kach in November. Following his inspection, 
Sakach gave a full report of his observations 
and recommendations for improvements to area 
officials. 
• LAKEPORT, CALIFORNIA- Nine men 
accused of involvement in an April cockfight 
in Lake County pleaded no contest in Sep-
tember immediately before their scheduled 
jury trials. The defendants were arrested 
when a California Fish and Game warden, 
while on patrol, stumbled upon a cockfight in 
progress and summoned assistance from local 
law enforcement agencies and the California 
Highway Patrol. 
Soon after the arrests, Lake County District 
Attorney Rich Martin and a representative of 
the sheriffs department contacted Investiga-
tor Eric Sakach and arranged a meeting to re-
view the evidence and obtain additional in-
formation. 
Later, in May, Lake County sheriffs depu-
ties raided a Kelseyville ranch where they seized 
over a thousand gamecocks. Sakach was sub-
poenaed to appear as an expert witness in the 
trials of all the defendants in September, but 
did not have to testify. All nine men pleaded 
no contest just minutes before their trials 
were to begin. They were fined and their 
birds confiscated. 
In the case of the ranch owner arrested in 
May, Sakach again didn't have to testify. The 
accused died prior to his trial date. 
HSUS Animal Control 
Academy 
The HSUS Animal Control Academy, co-
hosted by the Humane Society of the Willa-
metre Valley, will be held on July 15-26, 
1985, on the Campus of Salem's Willamette 
University. The Academy is a two-week in-
tensive training course for animal-control of-
ficers and others working in animal care and 
control. This certified course covers animal 
behavior and handling, chemical capture, 
communications, veterinary medicine, and 
law enforcement. Write or telephone WCRO 






The HSUS has joined forces with several 
leading animal-welfare groups to oppose the 
use of public funds for the dissemination of 
Project WILD materials. The Project WILD 
teaching unit, principally sponsored by the 
Western Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies, which operates largely on funds 
derived from hunter and trapper license fees, 
is being widely distributed to elementary and 
secondary schools throughout the country. 
Project WILD appears to be an objective 
environmental course on the surface. Closer 
study reveals, however, it subtly promotes 
hunting and trapping. The HSUS is currently 
preparing balancing meterials that will repre-
sent alternative points of view. 
Here's what you can do to help: Find out if 
Project WILD has been implemented in schools 
in your community. If so, please write this of-
fice for the joint position statement. Contact 
your local school administrators, school board 
chairman, and Parent Teachers' Association 
and share your concern about the program. 
In another area, The HSUS believes that 
The Humane Society of 
the United States 
West Coast Regional Office 
1713 J Street, Suite 305 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
dissection and harmful experiments on ani-
mals are unnecessary and inappropriate for 
junior and senior high school students and is 
working to eliminate them. As a first step, 
the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Humane Education (NAAHE), the 
education division of The HSUS, has written 
two pamphlets - one for students and one for 
teachers- that contain guidelines for the hu-
mane study of animals. Obtain a free copy of 
these brochures by sending a self-addressed, 
stamped #10 envelope to this office. 
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"My Brother's Keeper" 
Every day a staggering 38,000 laboratory ani-
mals die in product-safety tests because manu-
facturers of most "new" and "improved" con-
sumer goods are required by law to conduct 
tests on animals to estimate product safety for 
human use. The law does not require, however, 
that animal tests be done to substantiate the 
safety of cosmetic and personal care items. 
This testing, in which millions of animals suf-
fer, is done because animal test results can be 
used as a legal defense when someone sues for 
injury by use of a cosmetic product. 
The HSUS is campaigning to end this need-
less torture of animals. By altering their buy-
ing habits, consumers can force the cosmetic 
industry to abandon this cruel practice. We 
are, therefore, introducing our members and 
friends to a convenient mail-order distri-
butor, "My Brother's Keeper," that handles 
only cruelty-free cosmetic and personal care 
items. Please support this campaign to halt 
unnecessary and archaic animal tests. Order 
your "My Brother's Keeper" catalogue today 
by sending $1.00 to The HSUS, 2100 L Street, 
NW, Washington, DC 20037. 
The Regional Report is a publication of 
The Humane Society of the United States 
West Coast Regional Office 
1713 J Street, Suite 305 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 447-3295 
Charlene Drennon, Director 
The HSUS West Coast Regional Office serves 
California, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, and Wash-
ington. All contributions made to The HSUS 
West Coast Regional Office will be used for 
regional purposes and are tax-deductible. 
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